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Speakers
Rumman Chowdhury
Data scientist, CEO and Founder of Parity
Dr. Rumman Chowdhury, PhD is a pioneer in the field of applied algorithmic ethics,
working with C-suite clients to create cutting-edge technical solutions for ethical,
explainable and transparent AI since 2017. She is currently the CEO and founder of
Parity, an enterprise algorithmic audit platform company. She formerly served as
Global Lead for Responsible AI at Accenture Applied Intelligence, where she led the
design of the Fairness Tool, a first-in-industry algorithmic tool to identify and
mitigate bias in AI systems. A multiple TedX speaker, author and advisor to multiple
governments, the OECD, the UN, global AI and ethics organisations, and multiple AI
startups, Dr. Chowdhury has received multiple accolades for her work, including
being named by Forbes as one of 'Five Who are Shaping AI'.

Melinda Crane (Moderator)
Chief Political Correspondent, Deutsche Welle TV
Dr. Melinda Crane has given speeches and moderated events and discussions for a
wide range of international organizations and firms. She is a frequent guest and
commentator on German television and radio and regularly analyzes US policy for the
news broadcaster n-tv. An experienced TV anchor, she is chief political
correspondent at DW TV and also hosts the DW talk show “To the Point”. In 2014
she was awarded the Steuben-Schurz Media Award for her service to transatlantic
understanding.
Dr. Crane studied history and political science at Brown University and law at
Harvard. She wrote her dissertation on the political economy of development
assistance at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.
As International Affairs Consultant to the discussion show “Sabine Christiansen” she
produced interviews with Kofi Annan, Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton, and George Bush,
among others.

Rik Daems
President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
Rik Daems is the current President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE). He has been a member of the Belgian Parliament since 1987. Initially
elected in the Chamber of Representatives, since 2014 he has been a member of the
Belgian Senate, where he also chaired the Foreign Affairs Committee, the Committee
on Alternate Financing of Public Investment, as well as the Belgian delegation to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Mr Daems has also served as
Belgian Minister of Telecommunications, Public Enterprises and Public Holdings, as
well as Mayor of the City of Aarschot. Along with politics, his interests include
painting and winemaking.

Francesca Fanucci
Member of the CAHAI, Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe
Francesca Fanucci is an Italian/British lawyer who has worked in international and EU
law for over 20 years. She currently serves as Senior Legal Advisor at the European
Center For Not-For-Profit Law (ECNL), where she mostly works on projects at the
UN, Council of Europe and EU level aimed at developing standards and regulatory
frameworks addressing the impact of new technologies and artificial intelligence on
civic freedoms. Francesca also represents the Council of Europe (CoE) Conference of
International NGOs (CINGO) as a member participant in the CoE Ad Hoc Committee
on Artificial Intelligence (CAHAI).
Most recently, Francesca led ECNL’s engagement in supporting the UN Human
Rights Committee in developing General Comment no. 37 on Article 21, ICCPR, a
milestone UN document creating improved safeguards for existing and emerging
practices of peaceful protests and gatherings both offline and online. She also
provides assistance and expertise to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights in the implementation of the Guidelines on the Right to Participate in
Public Affairs and to the EU Commission, EU Fundamental Rights Agency and EU
Council Member States in addressing attacks to civic space in Europe and in
developing countries. Francesca is also a Fellow at the Center for Media, Data and
Society, Central European University.
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Tonje Hessen Schei
Director of the documentary iHuman
Tonje Hessen Schei is an award-winning documentary director who has worked with
independent documentary since 1996. Her films mainly focus on human rights,
power structures in society with a focus on technology and the changing relationship
between man and machine. Tonje is the director of iHuman, a political thriller from
the inside of the AI revolution, which premiered at IDFA 2019, with sold-out theaters
and a Doc Talk with Edward Snowden. iHuman won Best Norwegian Documentary at
HUMAN International Documentary Film Festival, 2020. The film had special highlevel panel debates at the Berlinale and Cannes 2019, and has screened at the UN and
EU. iHuman has been selected for major international film festivals, including Black
Nights Film Festival, CPH:DOX and HotDocs.

Yoichi Iida
Deputy Director General for G7 and G20 Relations, Global Strategy Bureau,
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Member of the Japanese
CAHAI delegation
Yoichi Iida chaired G7 ICT working group, when Japan hosted G7 ICT Ministers’
Meeting in 2016, and proposed international discussion on guidelines for
development of Artificial Intelligence. He also chaired G20 Digital Economy Task
Force (DETF), which prepared for G20 AI Principles based on OECD AI
Recommendations. The Principles were approved at G20 Ministerial meeting and
Osaka Leaders’ Summit in 2019. Since January 2020, he is the chair of OECD
Committee on Digital Economy Policy (CDEP), where AI is one of the major policy
priorities. Previously, he worked at Japanese Embassy in Bonn, Germany from 1998 to
2001. He joined former Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications in 1988, which
was integrated into current Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. He was
graduated from Economics Department of Tokyo University.

Christian Kastrop
State Secretary, Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection
Christian Kastrop has been State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of Justice and
Consumer protection since May 2020. Previously, he served as Director at the
Bertelsmann Foundation, Director of the OECD Policy Studies Branch (Economics
Department) in Paris and at the German Federal Ministry of Finance, where he was
Deputy-Director General, Economics and Strategy Department and Director of the
Public Finance, Macroeconomics and Research Directorate, for the European
Economic and Monetary Union as well as International Affairs, the G20, the IMF and
other international organisations. From 2007 to 2010, he served as Chairman of the
Economic Policy Committee (EPC) of the Economic and Financial Affairs Council
(ECOFIN) and Chairman of the EPC - Eurogroup.
Christian Kastrop studied economics and economic and social psychology at the
University of Cologne and Harvard University and obtained his doctorate in Cologne.
He is Professor of public finance at the Free University of Berlin.
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Jan Kleijssen
Director of Information Society and Action against Crime, Council of Europe
Jan Kleijssen firmly believes in building a Europe without dividing lines, based on the
shared values of Human Rights, Rule of Law and Democracy. He brings with him 37
years of accumulated institutional knowledge in all main sectors of the Council of
Europe: Judicial, Parliamentary and Intergovernmental. Moreover, as Director of the
Private Office, from 1999 until 2004, he was responsible for major reforms, political
initiatives and crisis management.
Appointed in 2018 by the Secretary General, he led the work on proposals for the
future of the Council of Europe following the Elsinore Ministerial Session. These
served as a basis for decisions taken at the Ministerial Session in Helsinki in May 2019,
celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the Council of Europe. From 2015 to 2020 he was
Chair of the Council of Europe’s Disciplinary Board and Council of Europe Internet
Governance coordinator since 2018. The marketing software platform, Onalytica,
included Jan among the 2019 Top 100 influencers on the regulation of new
technologies.
Having obtained Master’s Degrees in International Law (Utrecht) and in International
Affairs (Ottawa) and performed military service as an officer in the Royal Netherlands
Navy, Jan joined the Council of Europe in 1983 as a Lawyer with the European
Commission of Human Rights. Subsequently he served for some 9 years as Secretary
to the Political Affairs Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly, playing a major
role in the accession procedure for new member states.

Cornelia Kutterer
Senior Director and Lead of the Rule of Law & Responsible Tech team at
Microsoft
Cornelia Kutterer leads Microsoft’s European Rule of Law & Responsible Tech team,
which focuses on the impact of new technologies and regulatory frameworks that
meet expectation of society. Her team covers policies such as responsible/ethical/
trustworthy AI, digital safety and content regulation, privacy, lawful access, human
rights and competition. In her role, she works hand in hand with Microsoft’s Office of
Responsible AI, Microsoft Research and members of the AI, Ethics, and Effects in
Engineering and Research (Aether) Committee.
She regularly engages with leading European scholars in these fields to advance
academic thinking. Cornelia has long-standing experience in Information Society &
Internet policies and speaks regularly at regional and international conferences.
Before joining Microsoft, she headed the legal department of BEUC, the European
Consumer Organisation. She has also gained experience in a top 10 law firm and
started her professional career in the European Parliament as a political advisor to an
MEP. Cornelia is a qualified German lawyer, and holds a master’s degree in
information technology and telecommunication laws. She studied law at the
Universities of Passau, Porto, Hamburg and Glasgow/Strathclyde.
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David Leslie
Ethics Theme Lead at Alan Turing Institute, London; CAHAI Bureau member
David Leslie is currently the Ethics Theme Lead at the Alan Turing Institute. He has
previously taught at Princeton’s University Center for Human Values, Yale’s
programme in Ethics, Politics and Economics and Harvard’s Committee on Degrees in
Social Studies. David now serves on the Bureau of the Council of Europe’s Ad Hoc
Committee on Artificial Intelligence.
He is on the editorial board of the Harvard Data Science Review and is a founding
editor of the Springer journal, AI and Ethics. He is the author of the UK Government’s
official guidance on the responsible design and implementation of AI systems in the
public sector, Understanding artificial intelligence ethics and safety, and a principal coauthor of Explaining decisions made with AI, a co-badged guidance on AI
explainability published by the UK’s Information Commissioner’s Office and the Alan
Turing Institute.

Daniel Leufer
Europe Policy Analyst at Access Now
Daniel Leufer works as Europe Policy Analyst at Access Now's Brussels office. He
works on issues around artificial intelligence and data protection, with a focus on
facial recognition and other biometrics. Previously, he was hosted by Access Now as a
Mozilla Fellow from October 2019 to July 2020. During his Mozilla Fellowship, he
worked with Access Now to develop aimyths.org, a website that gathers resources to
tackle 8 of the most common myths and misconceptions about AI. He has a PhD in
Philosophy from KU Leuven in Belgium and has worked on political philosophy
(especially political dissidence), philosophy of technology, and the philosophy and
sociology of war.

Heiko Maas
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs
Born in Saarlouis on 19 September 1966. Heiko Maas was appointed Federal Minister
for Foreign Affairs on 14 March 2018. Before that, he served as Federal Minister of
Justice and Consumer Protection in the previous government from 2013 until 2018.
Before he was appointed Federal Minister in 2013, Heiko Maas had been a member of
the Saarland State Government and a member of the Saarland Landtag (State
Parliament) since 1994. In the Saarland, he served as Minister of Environment, Energy
and Transport between 1998 and 1999 and as Minister of Economics, Labour, Energy
and Transport as well as Deputy Minister-President of Saarland from 2012 until 2013.
He holds a law degree from the University of Saarland.
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Dunja Mijatović
Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights
Dunja Mijatović was elected Commissioner for Human Rights on 25 January 2018 by
the Parliamentary Assembly and took up her position on 1 April 2018. She is the
fourth Commissioner, succeeding Nils Muižnieks (2012-2018), Thomas Hammarberg
(2006-2012) and Alvaro Gil-Robles (1999-2006). National of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
she has been working to promote and protect human rights for the past two decades,
thus acquiring extensive knowledge in the field of international monitoring, in
particular as regards freedom of expression.
Prior to her appointment as Commissioner for Human Rights, she has served as OSCE
Representative on Freedom of the Media (2010-2017), Director of Broadcast of the
Communications Regulatory Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina (2001-2010), Chair of
the European Platform of Regulatory Agencies (2007–2010) and of the Council of
Europe's Group of Specialists on Freedom of Expression and Information in Times of
Crisis (2005-2007). Dunja Mijatović has regularly given lectures in national and
international fora and has been awarded several human rights prizes. She has also
been active in supporting NGO activities in the field of human rights education and
asylum.

Michael O’Flaherty
Director of the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)
Michael O’Flaherty is Director of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
since 2015. He is a former Professor of Human Rights at the University of
Nottingham and the National University of Ireland, Galway. From 2004 to 2012 he
was a member of the United Nations Human Rights Committee, latterly as ViceChair. Mr O’Flaherty has held a variety of other positions at the United Nations, both
at headquarters and in the field, in which connection he witnessed, reported on, and
sought to mitigate human rights abuses in such places as Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Sierra Leone. He has also served as Chief Commissioner of the Northern Ireland
Human Rights Commission, as Chairperson of the Irish Penal Reform Trust, and as
Vice-Chair of the Universal Rights Group.
A solicitor of the Irish Courts, O’Flaherty received his Doctor of Laws from the
National University of Ireland and holds degrees in international relations,
philosophy, and theology.
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Gabriela Ramos
Assistant Director-General for the Social and Human Sciences, UNESCO
Gabriela Ramos is the Assistant Director-General for the Social and Human Sciences
of UNESCO, where she oversees the contributions of the institution to build inclusive
and peaceful societies. Her agenda includes the achievement of social inclusion and
gender equality, advancing youth development; promotion of values through sports;
anti-racism and antidiscriminatory agenda and ethics of artificial inteligence. Her
appointment at UNESCO allows her to continue supporting an agenda of inclusive
growth, and the respect of human rights and human dignity.
Prior to this position, Ms. Ramos served as the Chief of Staff and Sherpa to the
G20/G7/APEC in the OECD, contributing to the global agenda as well as leading the
OECD's New Approaches to Economic Challenges, Inclusive Growth Initiative,
Gender Strategy and the work on well-being and children. In 2019, she launched the
Business for Inclusive Growth (B4IG) platform, bringing together 40 major
multinational companies committed to reducing inequalities. Previously, she was
Director of the OECD Office in Mexico and Latin America and a member of the
Mexican Foreign Service.

Michael Roth
Minister of State for Europe, Federal Foreign Office
Since 1998 directly elected member of the German Bundestag; 2010 to 2013
spokesperson on Europe of the SPD parliamentary group; 2009 to February 2014
Secretary-General of the SPD in Land Hesse, since 2017 Member of the SPD
Executive Committee. Since 2014 Commissioner for Franco-German Cooperation,
member of the Board of Trustees of the Institute for European Politics and member
of the board of the Franco-German Institute in Ludwigsburg, Chairman of the
supervisory board of the Center for International Peace Operations (ZIF), member of
the Board of Trustees of the Foundation Flight, Expulsion, Reconciliation and Special
Representative of the Federal Government for the German Presidency of the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe.
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Salla Saastamoinen
Acting Director-General, DG Justice and Consumers, European Commission
Salla Saastamoinen has been acting Director General of the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers since February 2020, overseeing a
wide range of policy areas, including civil and criminal justice, fundamental rights,
data protection, rule of law, equality, citizenship and consumer protection. She is also
Director for Civil and Commercial Justice since October 2016. Previously she was the
Director for Equality as from 2014. As Director for Civil and Commercial Justice, she is
in charge of the development and consolidation of the European area of civil justice,
in particular of civil procedural law, private international law, contract law and
company law.
Salla Saastamoinen has worked in the Commission for 20 years, starting in the
Directorate-General for Environment and then working in several areas in the
Directorate-General for Justice. Before joining the Commission, Salla Saastamoinen
was an associate partner in a law office in Helsinki, Finland. She has a licentiate
degree in law from the University of Helsinki, Finland, and post-graduate studies in
law from the universities of Saarbrücken, Germany and Zürich, Switzerland.

Egor Shipitsyn
Deputy Director of the Department of Strategic Development and Innovation,
Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation
Mr. Shipitsyn is responsible for the elaboration and implementation of normative
legal acts, state strategic documents, programs, priority projects and regional
strategies for innovative growth of the Russian Federation, science and technology
development, digital economy implementation, international cooperation in science,
technology transfer and innovation facilitation and support.
His sphere of competence includes the climate for the artificial intelligence
development and the creation of innovative infrastructure, creation of innovative
scientific and technological centres, development of the regional clusters and foreign
economic cooperation in innovation sphere.
Mr.Shipitsyn is a Deputy Chairman of the Expert Council for innovative Development
under the Ministry of Economic development of the Russian Federation.
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Nathalie Smuha
KU Leuven, specialist in AI Law & Ethics, Tech regulation, EU Law &
Fundamental rights; CAHAI Expert
Nathalie is a researcher at the KU Leuven Faculty of Law, where she examines ethical
and legal questions around Artificial Intelligence (AI) and other technologies. Her
research focuses particularly on AI’s impact on human rights and societal values.
Nathalie is also involved in the Council of Europe’s Ad Hoc Committee on Artificial
Intelligence (CAHAI) as an independent expert, and a member of the OECD’s
Network of Experts in AI. Previously, she worked at the European Commission (DG
Connect) where she coordinated the work of the High-Level Expert Group on
Artificial Intelligence and contributed to EU policy-making on AI. Nathalie holds
degrees in Law and Philosophy from the KU Leuven, and an LL.M. from the University
of Chicago School of Law. She is a qualified attorney at the New York Bar.

Matthias Spielkamp
Co-Founder and Executive Director of AlgorithmWatch
Matthias Spielkamp is co-founder and executive director of AlgorithmWatch
(Theodor Heuss Medal 2018, Grimme Online Nominee 2019). He testified before
committees of the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, the German
Bundestag and other institutions on AI and automation. Matthias serves on the
governing board of the German section of Reporters Without Borders and the advisory
councils of Stiftung Warentest and the Whistleblower Network. He was a fellow of
ZEIT Stiftung, Stiftung Mercator and the American Council on Germany. Matthias
received several awards (Grimme Online Award, Lead Award, Klicksafe Award, .info
Award) for the magazine iRights.info he co-founded and led as managing editor and
publisher for more than ten years. He has written and edited books on the
automation of society, digital journalism and Internet governance and holds master’s
degrees in Journalism from the University of Colorado in Boulder and in Philosophy
from the Free University of Berlin.

Gregor Strojin
Chair of CAHAI
Gregor Strojin is the elected Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on Artificial Intelligence
(CAHAI) at the Council of Europe. Primarily working with the Supreme Court of
Slovenia, he is highly experienced in the crossroads of law, technology and
information. Over the past two decades, he was involved with a number of acclaimed
transformation and optimization projects in court, case and justice management.
Gregor also served as the State Secretary at the Ministry of Justice of Slovenia, is a
member of the European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) and its
CYBERJUST working group, and collaborates with other organisations on technology
and information related policy issues.
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Danielle Turkov Wilson
Founder and Executive Director of Think-Film Impact Production
Danielle Turkov Wilson is the Founder and Executive Director of Think-Film Impact
Production, a pioneering social impact company that harnesses the power of visual
storytelling to drive forward political and social change. Operating at the cuttingedge intersection of film and policy, Think-Film brings compelling stories to people
in positions of power, connects with national, regional and international policy
agendas in dynamic new ways and drives forward concrete decisions, commitments
and outcomes that bring measurable, lasting change to global situations.
Danielle's film credits include Oscar-nominated and Emmy-winning feature ‘The
Cave’ (Feras Fayyad, ‘Last Man in Aleppo’), ‘Dark Waters’ (Todd Haynes, starring Mark
Ruffalo, Anne Hathaway, Tim Robbins), Oscar-shortlisted and Emmy-nominated ‘My
Enemy, My Brother’ (Ann Shin), Award-winning documentary ‘iHuman’ (Tonje
Hessen Schei), multiple award-winning docu-fiction ‘La Soledad’ (Jorge Armaud
Thielan), and Executive Producer for Director Bruce Beresford’s upcoming feature
film on Erich Wolfgang Korngold.

Peggy Valcke
Professor of Law & Technology at KU Leuven, CAHAI Vice Chair
Peggy Valcke is professor of law & technology and vice-dean research at the Faculty
of Law & Criminology at KU Leuven. She is member of the management board of
CiTiP (Centre for IT & IP Law) and of Leuven.AI (the Leuven Centre for Artificial
Intelligence). She is also principal investigator in the Security & Privacy Department
of imec (previously iMinds). Peggy combines academic, policy and regulatory
experience in relation to digital technologies and the law. She started her academic
career in 1996 at KU Leuven.
From 2004 to 2008, she served as part-time media policy advisor in the cabinet of the
Flemish media minister. She has also ample experience with preparing policy
recommendations for the European Commission, the Council of Europe (e.g. on
transparency of media ownership), the German Media Concentration Commission
and the Broadcast Authority of Ireland, as well as public administrations and
authorities in Belgium.
Peggy is assessor (member of the deciding body) of the Belgian Competition
Authority and member of the General Chamber of the Flemish Media Regulator since
2008. She is actively involved in shaping the debate on AI ethics and regulation in
Belgium and Europe. Peggy is co-director of the Flemish Centre on Data & Society. At
European level, she is co-chair of the Council of Europe’s Ad Hoc Committee on
Artificial Intelligence (CAHAI). She also sat on the Scientific Committee of AI4People.
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